This is the letter that I sent to the Senators on the banking and insurance committee the day after the hearing on this bill.

Senator            ,


Thank you for your support of the Mental Health Parity Bill SB 1834/HB291 in the Senate Banking and Insurance Committee Monday.  We were a little rushed for time and I didn’t have the opportunity to counter the testimony of the opposition.  The following would have been my closing statement. 

“In God We Trust – the rest bring data”

I have provided all legislators with voluminous data from institutions including Johns Hopkins, Harvard, MIT, Yale, UCLA, the Rand Corporation, and the Congressional Budget Office..  I have also given this same data to the health insurers and the Florida Chamber and I have asked them to show me their data to support their arguments against mental health “parity” – i.e., treating mental illnesses like all other physical illnesses.


So far, after two months I haven’t seen a single study from the opposition, and in their testimony before the other committees of reference the opposition uses statements like “I suspect” and “in my opinion” – There is no data presented because there is none to support their position.

One argument given is that large and small employers have different mental health insurance needs.  If you believe that then you would have to believe that mental illnesses are not spread evenly throughout the population (which it is) and that only small groups hire people with mental illness – (Don’t believe it). 


An argument that this bill would require companies to buy Mercedes quality mental health care is true only if the medical health insurance is Mercedes quality – if the health insurance is Volkswagen quality – then you get Volkswagen mental health insurance.  “Parity” means “equal”.

The problem with the opposition is that they do not want to look at the data I have provided them.  They are short sighted and against all mandates that would include maternity hospital stay (50 states), mammogram (50 states), and diabetic supplies (47 states).


So far we have 95 co-sponsors in the House who trust the data from our premier educational institutions and the Representatives believe that the time has come for Florida to join the rest of the country and the other 46 states that have passed this legislation in the last decade.


Thank you again for your support for your constituents and everyone with mental disorders living in Florida.

