
Thank you Chairman Bean, for hearing the Mental Health Parity Bill HB 291 and a very warm thank you to the 14 members of this Council and the 82 members of the Florida House who are co-sponsors and waiting to vote for it on the floor.

I present this bill in memory of my wife’s father who lost his battle to depression at the age of 62 and for my oldest son who has been fighting this same enemy for 20 years.


Every 16 minutes another life is lost by suicide,  26,000 men and 6,000 women each year in the U.S.  Count your blessings if one of these tragedies has not touched your life by a relative, neighbor, or friend.  It is very hard to get over it. 


I have provided each of you with a lot of study material to support the rationale of the bill.  Study after study of the effects of parity laws on premiums have shown conclusively that enacting parity has resulted in cost increases of less than 1%.  A study of the 8 million member, $29 Billion dollar Federal Employees Health Benefit plan found that there was no increase associated with parity. 


The cost to society however of untreated or under treated mental illnesses has been documented to be greater than the costs of treating cancer, heart disease, respiratory disease, and AIDS – all added together. 


46 other states have decided that it is time to move out of the dark ages and recognize mental illness for what it is – a very cruel disease that can strike anyone at any age or position in life as demonstrated in the article from Newsweek I left on your desk this morning.  


Great advances in the last two decades have been made in the treatment of mental health disorders and our citizens with the problems would do so much better if we do not hinder access to them getting the proper treatment.

Please vote favorably for HB 291 and help the 20% of Floridians who at one time in their life suffer from some form of mental illness.





Thank you,





Ed Homan 

Below is information to answer questions PRN
Mandates
Mental Health Parity
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Diabetes supplies 
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Breast reconstruction
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Maternity Stay
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Mammogram
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States with no parity
Florida  

North Carolina

Washington

Wyoming

The bill passed this council with a unanimous vote

